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Background 
Referring to the Outcome of PRESSURE 6-2017 (para. 3.13) the Workshop on implementation of the Regional 
Action Plan on Marine Litter (WS RAP ML 2-2017) will be held in Vilnius, Lithuania, on 23 October 2017. The 
Workshop will be held back to back with the Seventh Meeting of the HELCOM Working Group on Reduction 
of Pressures from the Baltic Sea Catchment Area (PRESSURE 7-2017) to be held on 24-26 October. 

The Workshop will be opened at 14.00 on Monday, 23 October, and it is expected to terminate by 18:00 on 
the same day. The Workshop will be held at the premises of the Ministry of Environment of the Republic of 
Lithuania (A. Jakšto St., LT-01105, Vilnius). 

The Workshop aims to provide a forum especially for the lead and co-lead countries of the different actions 
to follow up the implementation of the RAP ML and address the issues to the relevant audience, e.g. HELCOM 
Working Groups and stakeholders outside the immediate HELCOM structure. The report of the Workshop 
will be submitted to PRESSURE 7-2017 for consideration.  

National coordinators, experts from the HELCOM Expert Network on Marine Litter, leaders and co-leaders of 
actions as well as representatives of national authorities are kindly invited to discuss practical aspects of the 
RAP ML implementation (i.e. progress achieved in the implementation of the particular actions as well as 
further steps and needs to fulfill the commitments of the HELCOM Recommendation 36/1).  

Information for the Workshop will be made available in the HELCOM Meeting Portal. The participants are 
kindly invited to sign up to the Meeting Portal at their earliest convenience, if not yet done. Please find here 
instructions for signing up as a first-time user of the Meeting Portal. Once you have signed up to the Meeting 
Portal, the Secretariat will need to grant you separate permission to access the restricted meeting document 
library on the WS-RAP ML 2-2017 Meeting Site. After sign up, the participants are kindly requested to sign in 
and register to the Workshop by answering the Participation Survey not later than 16 October 2017. 

 

 

 

  

https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/PRESSURE%206-2017-431/MeetingDocuments/Outcome%20of%20HELCOM%20PRESSURE%206-2017.pdf
http://helcom.fi/Recommendations/Rec%2036-1.pdf
https://portal.helcom.fi/default.aspx
http://www.helcom.fi/helcom-at-work/events/meeting-portal-instructions/
https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/WS%20RAP%20ML%202-2017-482/default.aspx
https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/WS%20RAP%20ML%202-2017-482/Lists/MeetingSurvey/overview.aspx
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Annotations to the Provisional Agenda  
1 Current status of the implementation of the regional actions of the RAP ML will as 
presented by lead and co-lead countries (progress, obstacles, etc.) 

HELCOM leaders of the actions within the RAP ML are invited to provide updated and new information on 
the current status of implementation of the regional actions under their leadership (e.g. progress made, 
obstacles encountered, envisaged working process), including:  

- Estonia to inform on: 
• Action RL11 on the establishment of deposit refund systems; 
• Action RL14 on landfills as a risk to the marine environment. Estonia may wish to provide a 

summary report on this action (PRESSURE 5-2016, document 3-3).  
- Germany to inform on: 

• Action RL3 on best practice on waste management;  
• Action RL5 on a dialogue with business on design improvements and reduction of over-

packaging; 
• Action RS2 on best practice in relation to inspections for MARPOL Annex V; 

- Poland to inform on: 
• Action RL8 on upstream waste flows. Poland may wish to provide a summary report on this 

action (PRESSURE 5-2016, document 3-3); 
• Action RL13 on actions addressing third parties; 
• Action RS 6 on best practice in relation to ALDFG and derelict fishing gear and their removal; 
• Action RS 7 on best practices to reduce the input of ALDFG from commercial and recreational 

fishing; 
• Action RS 12 on partnership with organizations to encourage implementation of passive 

Fishing for Litter schemes; 
- Sweden to inform on: 

• Action RL7 on compilation of available techniques in waste water treatment plants to 
prevent micro particles entering the marine environment; 

• Action RS 5 on best practice of waste management within the fishing sector.  

HELCOM co-leaders as well as contributors of the actions within the RAP ML may also wish to inform on the 
current or foreseen status of their contribution, including: 

- Finland may wish to inform on their contribution as co-lead to action RL7; 
- Germany may wish to inform on their contribution to actions RL6, RS3, RS5, RS6, RS7, RS12; 
- Sweden may wish to inform on their contribution to actions RL1, RL4. 
- CCB may wish to inform on their contribution to actions RL4 and RL10. 

2 Further work to achieve RAP ML targets by lead and co-lead countries  

HELCOM countries are invited to lead implementation of the remaining actions and inform the Workshop on 
their decision:  

- Russia may wish to inform on their decision on leading action RL15; 
- Finland may wish to inform on their decision on leading action RS1. 

Workshop participants are invited to discuss next steps towards implementation of the regional actions.  

http://helcom.fi/Documents/Action%20areas/Wastewater/Implementing%20the%20RAP%20on%20ML.pdf
https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/PRESSURE%205-2016-386/MeetingDocuments/3-3%20Outcome%20of%20WS%20RAP%20ML%201-2016.pdf
https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/PRESSURE%205-2016-386/MeetingDocuments/3-3%20Outcome%20of%20WS%20RAP%20ML%201-2016.pdf
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Workshop participants are invited to decide whether specific actions can be considered completed, i.a. 
actions RL8, RL11 and RL 14.  

A suggestion for a new HELCOM Recommendation on abandoned, lost and discarded fishing gear (ALDFG) 
including e.g. gear marking, designation of hot-spots, safety retrieval of fishing gear, processing and waste 
management could support of actions addressing ALDFG in the RAP ML (e.g. RS 6, RS 7 and RS 10, RS 11 and 
RS 12). The recommendation can be drafted based on the experience gained i.a. through the MARELITT 
project and in view of FAO guidelines on gear marking, and in cooperation with the BSAC. The workshop will 
be invited to consider an initial draft of the Recommendation (document to be submitted later) and make a 
suggestion for PRESSURE 7-2017 regarding the process to elaborate the document. 

PRESSURE 6-2017 agreed to consider a proposal on how to revise the HELCOM Recommendations on storm 
water and wetland management to integrate provisions aimed at prevention of micro litter in the marine 
environment into those recommendations. A suggestion on the revision of Recommendations will be 
discussed by PRESSURE 7-2017. The participants are invited to make suggestions for PRESSURE 7-2017 on 
the revision process and aspects to be taken into account in the revision. 

3 Additional contribution to the implementation of the regional actions of the RAP ML  
Workshop participants are invited to inform on additional contribution to the implementation of the regional 
actions of the RAP ML, for example: 

- WWF Poland to provide updated information on the removal of derelict fishing gear, lost or discarded 
by fishermen in the Baltic Sea through the ‘MARELITT Baltic project – Reducing the impact of marine 
litter in the form of derelict fishing gear on the Baltic Sea environment’ in relation to actions RS6, 
RS7, RS11 and RS 12 since WS RAP ML 1-2016; 

- Keep Sweden Tidy to provide updated information on the ‘Blastic project – plastic pathways from 
land to sea’ in relation to actions RL1, RL2, RL3, RL4, RL6, RL8, RL9 and RL10 since WS RAP ML 1-2016. 

Workshop participants are invited to provide their views on the HELCOM contribution and expected output 
from the informal meeting of the Regional Seas Conventions to be held on 30 November in Brussels 
(Belgium). It is envisaged that the meeting is attended by representatives from the OSPAR, Barcelona and 
HELCOM Secretariats as well as HELCOM countries belonging to both OSPAR and HELCOM.  

Workshop participants are invited to share their views on possible ways for collaboration with institutions 
outside the HELCOM community to facilitate implementation of the RAP ML e.g. river basin commissions in 
relation to riverine litter, associations of municipalities, etc. 

Workshop participants are invited to inform on other on-going external activities of relevance for the 
implementation of the RAP ML. 

4 Report and closing of the Workshop 
The draft Report will be prepared by the Secretariat for consideration and approval by the Workshop. The 
Report of the Workshop will be submitted to PRESSURE 7-2017 for consideration.  
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